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challenged children,
an started the pro-

gram after organizing a
Christmas party for 17 De-
troitschool children who, for
various reasons, haq been
neglected or overog, ed.

“Tfell in love with them,”
he said. “Th next year
churche rts teams and
others got involved, It grew
from there, The students at
Roeper School help alot,
They share the things they
no longer play with »

Tuman ang his volunteers
take the donationg to75
shelters, foster Drograms,
nonprofit agencies anq
schools in addition to mak-
ing surprise Visits to house-
holds of struggling familjes,

“Last year a young man

and his aunt made delivery
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can help

bring a little happiness

toaman—a doypje amputee
from diabetes raising five
children,” Tuman said.
“When they left, the young
man told his aunt he had to
80 back. He had Jjust gotten a
new leather coat for Christ-
mas and he gave it to thedad.
There are so many stories of
hope and generosity.”

Tuman is urging everyone
to go through thejr chil-
dren’s closets anq toy boxes
for play things that are gath-
ering dust,

“We'll move anything ” he
said. “Ifit’s not incredibly da-
maged we’ll find it 5 new

ome.”

The Michigan locations for
Play It Again Sports are in
Ann Arbor, Canton, Chester-
field, Clawson, Livonia,
Novi, Port Huron, St. Clair
Shores, Southgate anq Wash-
ington Townsh ip.
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For a tiny program we serve at the highest place. Thank you
for all the people that came together to make a difference!

Volunteers Ari Goldberg,

Bloomfield pour

b
Michael Dallas, 2, of Detroit shows his new Legos to Aysha Jamali,

one of the volunteers who surprised hundreds of families Sunday.

Layla Chamblis, 1
gifts Sunday afte!

13, and Morgan Goldberg, 7, of West

lemonade at St. Leo’s Soup Kitchen in Detroit.

7

I 0, S|
1, and Jalin Chamblis,
r Mitzvah Day volunteers came

to their home.

9, of Detroit open bags of

MAKING SOM

Jewish, Muslim vol

By Zlati Meyer
Free Press Staff Writer

Ari Goldberg filled cup after
cup with lemonade from a giant
jug cooler in the soup kitchen at
St. Leo Catholic Church’s on
Detroit's west side on Christ-
mas morning.

The 13-year-old West Bloom-
field resident was one of about
two dozen volunteers from the
Jewish Federation of Metropol-
itan Detroit who helped prepare
and serve a festive holiday meal
to less-fortunate people.

It was part of the organiza-
tion’s annual Mitzvah Day pro-
gram, the largest single day of
volunteering by the region’s
Jewish community, which en-
ables Christians to spend the
holiday at home with their loved
ones, according to the Federa-
tion. This year, for the third
time, an estimated 1,000 Jewish
volunteers joined forces with
their Muslim neighbors.

“Mitzvah” means “good
deed” or “commandment” in
Hebrew.

“We come here every Chrisf
mas. It's a tradition,” said Ari,
who arrived at the church with
his mother and 7-year-old broth-

portant to
help people in need

Among other M tzvah Day
volunteer opportunities were
sorting books for the annual
Bookstock used book and media
sale, delivering holiday meals to
homebound seniors, sorting
food at Gleaners Community
Food Bank and serving meals to
veterans at Piquette Square in
Detroit, federation spokeswom-
an Beverly Phillips said.

In southwest Detroit, about
700 people got to play Santa
Claus for 215 families.

They first gathered to get big
plastic bags filled with toys and
clothing to give to underprivi-
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sarah Youssef, 26, left, and Aysha Jamali, 22, both of Canton,

day. Volunteers met at the Neighborhood City Hall at 7744 W. Vernor in Detroit to get assignments.

leged children as part of the
Jimmy’s Kids program, arted
in 1989 by Jim Tuman, a 70-year-
old national speaker and youth
advocate from Royal Oak.

His elves? Volunteers from
the United Council of Islamic
Societies, the Jewish Federation
and several area churches.

George Schuttler, 24, of Lan-
sing was participating for the
second year and was assigned to
surprise the Canales family.

Miguel, 10, pulled out dozens
of gifts, from toy cars and books
to yo-yos and stuffed animals,
which he shared with Samuel, 8,
and Johanna, 12.

They even shared some of
their bounty (ablack T-shirtand
a large basket) with their mom,
Tliana, 39, a factory worker, who

EONE ELSE'S DAY

eers join forces to help ou

t on Christmas

PHOTOS BY KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

SEE MORE PHOTOS
OF MITZVAH DAY

watched her gleeful kids be-
neath a string of white holiday
lights hung up in a triangle, the
shape of a Christmas tree.

“1 think the things are soO
cool,” Johanna said, after trad-
ing her brothers their green
light-up ball with a purple one.

Her parents, immigrants
from Latin Amer r
reflective

iy

year, the economy
b 8

don’t keep (like) years efor
said Samuel Canales, 44, a con-
struction worker. “Sometim
it's really good. Now, it’s slow

load up on toys to deliver to families Sun-

And for Schuttler, a medical
courier, it came down to those
—and his own.
'm getting a lot more j
helping other people,” he said.

Sarah Youssef, a Universi
of Michigan nul
from Canton, W:
volunteer.

She was put to work deliver-
ing gifts to five families in the
neighborhood. She said she was
glad to be involved, t0o0.

“It's nice to have everyone
come together,” the 26-year-old
said. “Especially it's Christmas;
it's not my holiday. It's nice to
give back and do some of the
work to make someone else’s
day.”

a first-time
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Volunteers deliver

Surprise Santas
Share joy
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be a part of this and part of deliv-
ering to the poor in southwest
Detroit.”

The Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council and the Cou f
Islamic Organizations of Michi-
gan partnered with members of
more than 20 Metro Detroit
churches for the event, which be-
gan at 9 a.m. The group planned
1o deliver between seven and 10
gifts to more than 200 families
Sunday.

Event organizers have been
working since August to gather
the list of families, using commu-
nity leaders, neighborhood
groups and al  agencies,
among other tactics, and people
steadily donate to ensure the cho-
sen families have ajoyous Christ~

Photos by Robin Buckson The Detroit News
Clockwise, from bottom |eft: Jazlynne Dinkins, 3; Dejarnett Dinkins,
Antoine Patton, 1; Christaun Dinkins; Casharae Dinkins, sitting; and
Terrence Litton were all smiles after getting gifts.

as.

Volunteers, mostly familiesin-
cluding several children, picked
up bags of to; outside the Neigh-
borhood City Hall on West Ver-
nor, then followed directions to
the recipients’ homes. After the
meeting, volunteers ave the
families a letter written in Span-
ish explaining the delivery and
wishing them amerry Christmas.

“There was no point in us sit-
tingathome doing nothing while
we could be out blessing others
and helping,” said Kim Kerbrat,
51, of Royal Oal

Kerbrat, John Timmerman,
61, and Jack and Patti Salter, 70
and 68 — all members of Ken-
sington Church in Troy and the
Royal Oak Optimist Club— deliv-
ered the gifts to the Guzmans’
house on Palms Street off West
Vernor. Among the offerings
were shirts, pants, stuffed ani-
mals, a Teenage Mutant Ninja
Turtles toy and some bath salts
for Jose’s mother, Maria Guzman.

Jose said he was most excited
about the clothes, but hadn’t yet

Jonathan Romero, 3, shows his mother, Yvette Romero, some of the
toys delivered by volunteers Sunday morning in southwest Detroit.

man said. “It sort of reminds you
what Christmas is all about. In-
stead of it being about us, it’s
about the kids”

;kauenstemndemews com
(313)222-2019

looked through all the presents.
He called the delivery “a big sur-
prise” that made his family’s
Christmas “alot better”

“You feel really good after
coming out after this,” Timmer-



